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EXT. CHURCH PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT

KARL, m d-40's, stares at the church. He's standing at the
trunk of his car. He grabs a brand new bottl e of whiskey,
opens it and takes a big gulp.

KARL
(to the bottle)
| wish I knew how to quit you!

He lifts the bottle, as if he wants to smash it on the
ground but puts the cap back on and places it gently in the
trunk instead.

KARL
Let’s get this noney.

Karl closes his trunk and wal ks towards the church.

I NT. CHURCH DI NI NG HALL - N GHT

Karl wal ks in on a group of alcoholics sitting in a circle
and a main speaker, LISA, at the end of her dial ogue. Karl
Sits.

LI SA
-so now we’'re going to switch over
to our open discussion portion. Ah,
| see we have a new friend. Wy
don’t you introduce yourself sir.
| " m Li sa.

KARL
H everyone, ny names Karl and |I'm
a victim..not of alcohol, of bad
timng...and good adverti sing.

LI SA
" msorry?
KARL
Don't be. | was 3 tines over the

[imt but two dollar drinks at
happy hour? I think it woul d ve
been a crinme if | didn't go! AmI
Ri ght ?

Karl reaches out to fist bunp the guy next to him ADDICT
#1, but pulls his arm back before the guy can give a fist

bunp.



LI SA
" mnot sure | understand, are you
an al coholic?

KARL
Li sa, you don’'t have to waste your
breath. |’m not here because |I'’m an

al coholic. This is court ordered,
but, if | can be afforded sone tine
to tell you a little bit about ny
background then | guess |I'I| play
al ong.

LI SA
W don’t have to get into the
details right this second but yes,
tell us about yourself.

KARL
| will admt, | do enjoy drinking.
Who doesn’t?

Karl | ooks around to see if he’s won any people over. A lot
of people have either have their head down or seemvery
anxi ous.

KARL ( CONT' D)
| can actually renmenber having ny
very first beer, it was the night
my dad and | found out westling

was fake, | was eight.
LI SA
Oh ny god! How irresponsi bl e!
KARL
No, no, we weren’'t driving or
anyt hi ng.
LI SA

|"mreferring to your age!

KARL
kay, that was a bad place to
start. Let nme tal k about why I'm

here.
LI SA
Pl ease.
KARL
| " m here because | like to drink on

occasion. Not always, but like at a



famly party, or when ny favorite
t eam scores a touchdown, or when
t he Lakers lose, which is a | ot

t hese days.

LI SA
So, your drinking is purely
cel ebratory?

KARL
Not necessarily, | think sone of it
is because of stress. | stress out
easily.

LI SA

VWhat causes that stress?

KARL
| have a |l ot of responsibility at
home. Two kids, a dog...a wife. So
yea, | have a beer or two to relive
sone of that, after work.

LI SA
s work the issue?

KARL
Wrk is a bitch. | don't really
wanna get into that. Once | get
back hone | feel like I should be
at peace and ny wife tends do
di sagree with that idea.

LI SA
Have you consi dered coupl es therapy
or other fornms of counseling?

KARL
What am | doi ng now?
LI SA
Vell, this is nore of a group

di scussion setting. W don’t really
focus on one singular person. And
also, I'"'mnot a doctor.

ADDI CT #1
Let himcontinue. It’s getting
good.

KARL
Thanks man.



Addi ct #1 extends his armfor a fist bunp but Karl ignores
it and continues to talk.

KARL ( CONT' D)
My wi fe conpl ai ns about the dunbest
shit. Money. The kids. My nom

LI SA
Al'l of those seempretty inportant.
Karl are you drunk?

KARL
|’mlegally obligated to say, mnd
your own busi ness.

LI SA
You know, this may sound cliche,
but admtting that you have an
issue is really the first step on
the road to recovery.

KARL
Look, on a serious note, | know it
may seem |like | have a probl em but
just hear nme out. Since when was it
bad for soneone to drink in their
sanctuary?

LI SA
Maybe that’s not the worst thing in
the world but things can get very
bad. It starts off small and then
t he next thing you know, you're
destroying your whole life and the
lives of others. Do you understand

t hat ?
KARL
Ww. Tal king about it, | see it
now. |'’mnot an alcoholic. I'"ma
cat hol i c!
LI SA
(agitated)

No. You're an al coholic.

Kar|l enbraces everyone in the circle, one at a tine. He
arrives at Lisa, opens his arns for a hug.

KARL
You cured nme. How do we notify the
court about this?



LI SA
Pl ease | eave.

Karl dances his way out of the room Addict #1 dances in his
seat, there is no nusic playing.

FADE QUT.



